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Cheshire's past revealed...
There are now different ways for you to fi nd out about the archaeology of Cheshire, Warrington and Halton, thanks to the Revealing Cheshire’s Past 
project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund. Exhibitions, fact sheets, a website and an online database have all been produced as part of the project. 
Revealing Cheshire’s Past was launched in October at the Salt Museum by Councillor Barrie R Hardern, Chairman of Cheshire County Council, with 
the opening of a travelling exhibition. This brings together artefacts from different museums in Cheshire, Warrington and Halton and looks at life 
and death from the prehistoric period onwards. The exhibition is at Warrington Museum until 17 April, before it moves to Nantwich (30 April - 19 
June), Macclesfi eld (2 July - 21 August), Chester (3 September - 13 November) and Norton Priory (25 November - 15 January 2006).

Revealing Cheshire’s Past has produced a series 
of nine free fact sheets on different archaeological 
periods in Cheshire. Each one is richly illustrated 
with photographs and reconstruction drawings 
of Cheshire sites and can be picked up at the 
museum exhibition. They are also available at 
venues hosting the Community Exhibition, which 
will tour libraries in 2005, showing how Cheshire 
has changed since prehistoric times. 

The Revealing Cheshire’s Past database will help 
people fi nd out about individual sites and fi nds in 
the county. It is available in Cheshire libraries on 
the People’s Network computers and has just been 
launched on the internet at www.cheshire.gov.
uk/archaeology. Navigate to Revealing Cheshire’s 
Past, the database.

Finally, the Revealing Cheshire’s Past website 
keeps you up-to-date with all the aspects of 
the project, detailing the exhibition venues and 
schedules. You can also download printer friendly 
versions of the fact sheets and fi nd out about sites 
to visit. 

For further information contact:
Jill Collens, 
Project Leader - Historic Environment, 
phone 01244 603204, 
email jill.collens@cheshire.gov.uk

Centre photo; 
L to R: John Lindley, Cheshire Poet Laureate; Barrie 
Hardern, Chairman of Cheshire County Council; Mark 
Blundell, Heritage Lottery Fund and Jill Collens at the 
project launch.
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Over the last few years archaeological work in Cheshire towns has concentrated on the Roman period. 
In some towns, such as Warrington and Middlewich, more is known about the Roman heritage than 
later settlement. Recently however, the emphasis has changed and information from archaeological 
investigations is now building up a picture of medieval life.

In Warrington, excavations on the site of the medieval friary and a medieval burgage plot at the 
junction of Bridge Street and Rylands Street have been reported in previous newsletters. This burgage 
plot, complete with medieval pits and boundary ditches, lay on one of the medieval borough’s main 
streets which was laid out in the 13th century when a bridge was established over the River Mersey. 

Also in 2004, a site at Dial Street at the east end of Buttermarket Street produced impressive results, despite 
its location on the periphery of the medieval town. Well-preserved medieval deposits were encountered 
including pits, gullies and postholes, as well as an important assemblage of medieval pottery, which 
represents the largest quantity recovered from the town to date.

The post medieval period has not been neglected either. At a site off Bridge Street, a substantial section 
of wall 4.5 metres long was revealed during a watching brief and was initially thought to be part of the 
medieval friary precinct. However, the wall was constructed of tapslag, waste material from metal working, 
and so is probably much later in date. This fi nd does show though, that the practice of reusing industrial slag 
in building construction was not uncommon in the town, as copper waste is known to have been used in the 
foundations of the Town Hall in Bank Park.

In Middlewich, investigations at Wheelock Street represent the fi rst examination of the frontage of the 
town’s main medieval thoroughfare. Although the deposits were shallow, post-medieval pits and gullies, the 
fragmentary footings of earlier buildings, an early road surface and an interesting assemblage of medieval 
pottery were recovered.

This work is a further step in exploring and understanding the layout of early towns in Cheshire and with more investigations in the pipeline, it may be that both 
Warrington and Middlewich will eventually be as well-known for their medieval history as for their Roman past.

Nantwich has continued to see much new development over the last year and, although there have not been the large excavations described in earlier 
newsletters, a number of watching briefs have produced signifi cant results. At the Snowhill car park, the 
construction of a new electricity substation revealed deep, organic deposits. At the base of these, Roman 
remains were found consisting of a leather shoe, a bone pin, and several pieces of pottery including a 
fragment of decorated samian ware inscribed with an owner’s mark. These remains are important as they 
add to the growing picture of a signifi cant Roman presence on the east bank of the Weaver, alongside the 
major industrial site on the west bank at Kingsley Fields (Cheshire Archaeology News 10).

On the southern side of Welsh Row, close to the town bridge over the River Weaver, observations of 
building work confi rmed the presence of deep, waterlogged deposits containing well-preserved timbers 
and salt-making debris. This evidence complements that from Second Wood Street, on the northern side 
of Welsh Row, (Cheshire Archaeology News 11) and adds to our growing understanding of the town’s 
archaeological remains, the quality of which is equal to that from any other urban centre in the region.

For further information contact Mark Leah, Historic Environment Planning Offi cer (Archaeology) 
phone 01244 603289, email mark.leah@cheshire.gov.uk

Understanding towns…

Excavations at Dial Street, Warrington
(photo: Marches Archaeology)

Bridge Street/Rylands Street, 
Warrington burgage plot 
(photo: Gifford)

Samian ware and bone pin from Nantwich
(photo: Liverpool Museum)



The County Council has been carrying out the 
Historic Landscape Characterisation 
(HLC) of Cheshire, Warrington, Halton and the 
Wirral, as part of a national programme developed 
and funded by English Heritage (Cheshire 
Archaeology News 10 & 11).

The project is now complete and the results will 
shortly be added to our website www.cheshire.
gov.uk/archaeology. The HLC characterises 
the historical development of the present day 
landscape and as might be imagined, the largest 
HLC Group of the project area consists of fi elds 
and fi eld systems. HLC uses evidence from 
historic maps, documentary sources and aerial 
photographs to examine the origins of Cheshire’s 
present fi eld systems. 28% of all fi elds in the 
study area (over 45,800 ha) are classed as 
‘Ancient Field Systems’ and are believed to have 
originated prior to 1600 AD. 

This includes those fi elds thought to be the 
enclosed remnants of medieval open fi elds, when 
each settlement would have had two to four large 
fi elds, each of which would be sub-divided into a 
number of furlongs and then narrow strips. Those 
areas with the highest concentrations of Ancient 
Field Systems lie in the west of the county between 
the Welsh Border and the Sandstone Ridge and in 
the centre of the county in an area extending from 
Beeston in the west to Middlewich in the east, and 
from Nantwich in the south to Northwich in the 
north. 

This type of medieval fi eld system seems to have 
been abandoned fairly early in Cheshire, with 
many open fi elds being enclosed by the 17th 
century through private agreement. 

For further information contact Rob Edwards, 
Historic Environment Records Offi cer, 
phone 01244 603667, 
email robert.j.edwards@cheshire.gov.uk

Historic Environment 
Staff

The archaeologists in the Environmental Planning 
Service, Cheshire County Council have joined forces 
with ecologist colleagues in a new Natural and 
Historic Environment Team. The Team works to 
protect, conserve and enhance Cheshire’s natural 
and historic environment resources.

Contact details for Historic Environment staff are:

Jill Collens 
Project Leader - Historic Environment 
Historic Environment policy and advice
Phone 01244 603204, 
email jill.collens@cheshire.gov.uk

Mark Leah 
Historic Environment Planning Offi cer (Archaeology)
Archaeological planning advice; briefs for 
archaeological work; monitoring archaeological 
contracts
Phone 01244 603289, 
email mark.leah@cheshire.gov.uk

Simon Glynn 
Historic Environment Planning Offi cer (Buildings)
Built historic environment planning advice; briefs 
for built historic environment work; monitoring built 
environment contracts.
Phone 01244 603160, 
email simon.glynn@cheshire.gov.uk

Rob Edwards 
Historic Environment Records Offi cer
Historic Environment Record; management 
and conservation advice; Historic Landscape 
Characterisation
Phone 01244 603667, 
email robert.j.edwards@cheshire.gov.uk

Moya Watson 
Historic Environment Offi cer
Historic Environment Record; general and data 
enquiries; Revealing Cheshire’s Past
Phone 01244 603997, 
email moya.watson@cheshire.gov.uk

Address:  Environmental Planning, Cheshire 
County Council, Backford Hall, Backford, 
Chester, Cheshire CH1 6PZ. 
www.cheshire.gov.uk/archaeology 

Ancient Field Systems in Cheshire
(shown in orange)

Information on Cheshire’s archaeology in a regional context can be found on the website of the Regional 
Research Frameworks at www.liverpoolmuseum.org.uk/ARF. 

This summarises the current knowledge and archaeology of the region in a series of period summaries. 
Work is now continuing on identifying the major gaps in our knowledge, and how we might best address 
them. 

For further information contact Mark Brennand, RRF Project Co-ordinator, phone 01539 773445, 
email mark.brennand@cumbriacc.gov.uk

and the countryside…

(shown in orange)
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In brief
Archaeological evaluations, in advance of 
development, have been carried out at the 
former depot off King Street, Middlewich, while 
excavations have been carried out at The Tannery, 
Wheelock Street, Middlewich and St. Mary’s Parish 
Centre, Dial Street, Warrington.

Watching briefs during development have been 
carried out at Cross Street Pentecostal Church, 
Congleton; Canal Road, Congleton; 21 Market 
Square, Sandbach; 2 King Street, Middlewich; 
the Bull Ring, Middlewich; the Crewe Green Link 
Road; St Boniface’s Church, Bunbury; Mill Street, 
Nantwich; 1-5 Welsh Row, Nantwich; the Boat 
Museum, Ellesmere Port; Parkgate Road, Neston; 
the Harp Inn, Neston; the Old School, Burton; St. 
Mary’s Church, Disley; King Street, Middlewich; 
Kinderton Lodge, near Middlewich; Alvanley 
church; Hartley’s Bar, Warrington; and Golden 
Square, Warrington.

For further information contact Mark Leah, 
Historic Environment Planning Offi cer 
(Archaeology) phone 01244 603289, email 
mark.leah@cheshire.gov.uk

The Portable Antiquities Scheme received a 
boost in December 2004 with the news that 
direct government funding from 2006 will secure 
its future. The scheme, which now covers the 
whole of England and Wales, has been recognised 
as the nation’s largest community archaeology 
programme, helping the public to record and fi nd 
out about the hundreds of hidden treasures they 
unearth every year. 

In 2004 158 new fi nds were recorded from 
Cheshire of which 32 were prehistoric, 41 Roman,
 55 medieval and 47 post-medieval. The 
surprising increase in prehistoric fi nds this year 
is attributable to the reporting of fl int artefacts 
spotted by metal detector users. 

The outstanding discovery of the year has to be 
a hoard of 22 pieces of Viking period silver 
including 20 complete bracelets found buried 
near Chester (above). The decorated bracelets 
were made in Dublin and brought to Cheshire 
when the Vikings were evicted by the Irish in 
902 AD. The bracelets were fl attened and buried 
for safekeeping ready to be cut up and used as 
currency, but the owner, for whatever reason, 
never retrieved them from the ground. It is hoped 
the Grosvenor Museum will acquire the hoard.  
Other outstanding fi nds include two Iron Age 
gold coins, found near Warrington (bottom left) 
and Tiverton; a medieval pilgrim’s badge of John 
the Baptist from Nantwich (above right), and a 
Roman silver denarius dating to 76 BC found near 
Warrington. (below)

For further information contact Nick Herepath, 
Liverpool Museum, phone 0151 4784259, 
email nick.herepath@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

Heritage Counts 2004, the annual audit of the 
region’s historic environment, has just been 
produced by English Heritage on behalf of The 
North West Historic Environment Forum. It provides 
details on the condition of heritage assets in the 
North West, the pressures they face and the social 
and economic benefi ts that they provide. Copies 
are available from Heritage Counts 2004, English 
Heritage, 23 Savile Row, London W1S 2ET or at 
www.heritagecounts.org.uk.

Find out about medieval Cheshire in the Pilgrims 
and Peasants exhibition at the Salt Museum 
from 25 February to 19 June. Discover religion, 
entertainment, domestic life, castles and the salt 
industry through amazing artefacts and intriguing 
interactives. For further information phone 01606 
41331or visit www.saltmuseum.org.uk.

Cheshire Archaeology Day 2005 will take 
place on Saturday 23 April, at the usual venue, 
Northwich Memorial Hall.  The guest speaker will 
be Dr Nick Higham on the medieval landscape of 
the North West, and there will be the usual range 
of displays and bookstalls. Tickets are £10 each 
(£8 concessions) from Environmental Planning, 
Cheshire County Council, Backford Hall, Backford, 
Chester CH1 6PZ, phone 01244 603656, email 
angela.wade@cheshire.gov.uk 
or pam.rutherford@cheshire.gov.uk.

It is with sadness that we report the death in 
2004 of Chris Johnson, the County Council’s 
photographer. Readers will be familiar with much 
of Chris’s work, as many of his outstanding 
photographs have appeared in previous editions of 
this newsletter.

Thanks to…
The projects described in this newsletter were 
funded by: Pembroke Homes, Bovis Lend Lease, 
Cheshire Village Homes, Cheshire County Council, 
Bunbury PCC, Westbury Homes, Alison Pike 
Architects, Muller Property Holdings Ltd, James 
Stott Ltd, Mr Hollinshead, Disley PCC, H J Banks, 
GallifordTry, Discount Booze Ltd, the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, and English Heritage.

They were carried out by: AAA Archaeological 
Advisors, Earthworks Archaeological Services, 
Gifford and Partners, L-P Archaeology, Liverpool 
Museums Field Archaeology Unit, Marches 
Archaeology, Oxford Archaeology North, Malcolm 
Reid, and Wardell Armstrong.

Mailing list
Cheshire Archaeology News is sent free of 
charge to all those on our mailing list.  If you 
would like to add your name to the list, please 
contact Environmental Planning, Cheshire County
Council, Backford Hall, Backford, Chester 
CH1 6PZ, phone 01244 603656, email 
angela.wade@cheshire.gov.uk or pam.
rutherford@cheshire.gov.uk. This issue is also 
available at www.cheshire.gov.uk/archaeology

(All photos: Liverpool Museum)


